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Cupertino artist brings out the ‘ehosts’ of the past in modern places

By Kristt MYLLENBECK

A Cupertino artist is juxta-
posing present day with some
echoes from the past.

Carrie Zeidman released
“Ghosts,” a book that takes a
unique look at history through
present-day photographs over-
laid with historical images.

The book includes images
Zeidman shot of places with his-
torical significance to the Revo-
lutionary War, the Civil War and
World Wars 1 and II, Zeidman
has digitally added in images
of soldiers, prisoners, and even
scenes of death and destruction,
to accurately reflect what hap-
pened at the site.

“The ‘Ghosts’ images, to me,
are an interpretation of what
I saw in my mind when I stood
on the ground where these trag-
edies occurred,” Zeidman says.
“There were battlefields where
thousands of men lost their lives
in a single day; tropical islands
where young sailors woke up in
paradise and by nightfall were
forever entombed in their own
ship; beaches where heroes over-
came their fear and bravely did
what needed to be done to save

or bring freedom to people they
would likely never know.”

Zeidman's digital artistry
background is evident in the
book. In 2012, she was given
that year's Distinguished Artist
award by the city of Cupertino.

“Through art and story,
‘Ghosts’ is a way for me to share
my experiences with the viewer
by allowing them to visualize
what I see in my heart and in my
mind,” she says.

Zeidman said the idea for
“Ghosts” came to her while on
an emotional journey.

“In 2008, with some trepida-
tion, I visited the World War 1I
concentration camps in Poland. It
was very emotional for me. Stand-
ing in the spot where so many in-
nocent people were tortured and
killed for no reason other than
who they were was a somber ex-
perience,” she says. “Seeing the
camps as they look now, and at
the same time, seeing the images
in my head from the 1930s and
’40s, gave me the idea for the proj-
ect. I wanted the viewer to have
the same experience 1 did when
viewing the camps.”

The book took three years
to put together, and Zeidman

started a Kickstarter campaign
in 2012 to back the project, which
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Artist Carrie Zeidman, seen here at the historical Hacienda Cemetery in New Almaden,
recently published ‘Ghosts,’ a photo book that focuses on major battle sites and mixes historical
images of the past with photos of the present.

had evolved quite a bit by the time
it was a finished product.

“The book started out to be
just an art book, but as I was
putting it together, I realized
that some of the images needed
some narrative to understand
the significance of certain places
and times,” she says. “That led
to adding a broader explanation
of each particular conflict.”

Coincidentally, Zeidman
found out a bit about herself in
the process.

“While I was creating the
art for the book, I was also re-
searching my family tree, and
found that I had several rela-
tives that fought in each of the
wars, including the Revolution-
ary War,” she says. “The images
1 was creating became much
more personal for me when I
thought about my family mem-
bers camping in the cold of Val-
ley Forge, or dying in a field in
Missouri at the hands of fellow
Americans, or on a rainy beach
in France.”

A Bay Area native and Cuper-
tino resident since 1989, Zeid-
man says she has been making

art for as long as she can re-
member. She has done design,
illustration, and production for
more than 25 years, mostly for
Silicon Valley high-tech compa-
nies. In 2008, Zeidman began to
pursue her own art.

“I took the art style that I had
used for commercial illustration
and applied it to fine art to create
a unique type of image that com-
bines photography and digital il-
lustration,” she says.

Zeidman adds that she hopes
the book can give readers a
deeper understanding of history
and how that history has shaped
the modern world.

“I would hope that readers of
‘Ghosts’ come away with a new
found respect for the sacrifices
made by the many generations
of everyday heroes who stood up
for what was right, and changed
the world,” she says. “If we under-
stand what happened back then, it
may help us, and generations that
come after us, to make better de-
cisions and possibly avoid repeat-
ing the horrors of past wars.”

For more information, visit
carriezeidman.com.
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